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REQUEST FOR COVERAGE

June 9, 2011
CONTACT:  
Kimberly Flaherty, Mercy Behavioral Health
412.580.8123 (m); 
kflaherty@mercybh.org
Linda K. Ross, Pittsburgh Mercy Health System

412.667.0027 (m); LRoss@mercy.pmhs.org

PITTSBURGH MERCY HEALTH SYSTEM PRESENTS 
MAD HOT BALLROOM,
A BENEFIT FOR DANCING CLASSROOMS PITTSBURGH, SUNDAY JUNE 12 

WHO:

Pittsburgh Mercy Health System 
WHAT:
This first-time fundraiser for Dancing Classrooms Pittsburgh includes a ballroom dancing competition among six recently-trained couples representing local organizations, special dance performances by students from Pittsburgh Linden K-5, recently crowned champions of Dancing Classrooms Pittsburgh 2010-2011 “Colors of the Rainbow” team match, and a group dance lesson by emcee Pierre Dulaine, international ballroom champion, Broadway star and founding director of Dancing Classrooms. 
Judging the competition are: Ian Rosenberger of Strategic Images and contestant on CBS Survivor: Palau; Tall Cathy, radio personality, 96.1 KISS; and Virginia Montanez aka “PittGirl,” writer, humor columnist and blogger,






WHEN: 
Sunday, June 12, 2011 from 4 until 8 p.m.
NOTE: Activities for best photo ops will take place from 5:30 until 7 p.m., including the performance by the children, the adult competition, and the group dance lesson.
WHERE:
The Westin Convention Center, Pittsburgh
1000 Penn Ave., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222

WHY:
To benefit Dancing Classrooms Pittsburgh, an In-school program for fifth graders. Mercy Behavioral Health, part of Pittsburgh Mercy Health System and sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, brought the program to Pittsburgh in September 2009. More than 1,100 local children have benefited, and proceeds from this event will help to expand the program.
For more info, visit Dancing Classrooms Pittsburgh blog: http://dancingclassroomspgh.org 

PHOTO OPS/

INTERVIEWS:
Pierre Dulaine, Pittsburgh Linden K-5 team, adult ballroom dance competitors, teaching artists, judges, and Mercy Behavioral Health representatives.
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